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Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Normal Trade

Relations Status for China
June 2, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

I hereby transmit a report including my rea-
sons for determining that continuation of the
waiver currently in effect for the People’s Re-
public of China under subsection 402(d)(1) of
the Trade Act of 1974, as amended, (the “Act”)
will substantially promote the objectives of sec-
tion 402 of the Act.

The President’s Radio Address
June 3, 2000

Good morning. Earlier this week, I attended
a summit with European leaders to focus on
the opportunities and challenges of the new
economy. One of those changes, clearly, is
bridging the digital divide and helping all our
people make the most of technology’s promise.
Today I want to talk with you about new steps
our administration is taking to help America’s
students and teachers do just that.

I'm proud of the progress we’ve made over
the last 7 years to expand access to technology
in our schools. In 1994 only 35 percent of our
schools had any Internet connection; today, 95
percent do. In 1994 only 3 percent of our class-
rooms were actually connected to the Internet.
Today, thanks in large part to the E-rate pro-
gram championed by Vice President Gore, 95
percent of our schools, as I said, are wired,
but now 63 percent of our classrooms have an
Internet connection. That’s a very big step. But
there’s more to do, and it’s about more than
computers and connections.

Access is important, but it’s only a means
to an end. The ultimate purpose of computers
in the classroom is to boost student performance
and help children learn. That can only happen
if teachers have the best training to make the
most of this technology.

Today, two out of three teachers with access
to a computer say they don’t feel well-prepared
to use it in class. We owe it to America’s chil-
dren to help their teachers become as com-
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Sincerely,

WILLIAM |. CLINTON

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The
related memorandum of June 2 is listed in Appen-
dix D at the end of this volume.

fortable with a computer as they are with a
chalkboard. And we must start early. With rising
student enrollment and teacher retirements,
America will need more than 2 million new
teachers over the next 10 years. We have to
make sure every one of them can use a com-
puter to help students meet high standards.
We're taking steps to do that.

Earlier this year, the deans of over 200 col-
leges of education committed to work with our
administration to meet this goal. Today I'm an-
nouncing $128 million in new 3-year technology
grants to help tomorrow’s teachers prepare 21st
century students. We're awarding 122 grants to
teacher colleges and other partners in every re-
gion of the country. These resources will train
new teachers to use technology to improve stu-
dent achievement.

A grant to Western Michigan University, for
example, will be used to build partnerships with
business leaders and local school districts to help
future teachers use technology in the classroom.
San Diego State University is receiving a grant
to develop advanced technologies to improve
student reading and teach educators throughout
California.

Combined with past grants, today’s awards
will help train as many as 600,000 new teachers
nationwide. My budget for the coming year dou-
bles our investment in quality technology train-
ing to reach a million teachers by 2004.
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Unfortunately, so far, Congress has failed to
provide the resources to meet that target. The
House budget would deny hundreds of thou-
sands of future teachers the training they need
to use technology to help students meet chal-
lenging academic standards. Their budget also
denies the funding I requested to create up
to 1,000 new community technology centers to
help young people and adults gain critical tech-
nology skills.

In too many ways, the education budget mak-
ing its way through Congress simply doesn’t
make the grade. It invests too little in our
schools and demands too little from them. In
order to pay for large and irresponsible tax
breaks, it fails to address some of our schools’
most pressing needs, from increasing account-
ability to building and modernizing schools to
improving teacher quality and reducing class
size.

In this time of unprecedented prosperity,
there is no reason to shortchange our children
and our schools. So I ask Congress again to
pass a budget that reflects our values and puts

education first, a budget that strengthens ac-
countability and helps turn around low-per-
forming schools, reduces class size and increases
after-school opportunities, closes the digital di-
vide and opens doors to help disadvantaged chil-
dren gear up for college, rebuilds crumbling
schools and boosts teacher quality.

If Congress sends me a budget that fails that
test, I'll have to veto it. But I hope Congress
will work with me to pass balanced, responsible
budget increases to invest in our children and
their future. Instead of widening the divide in
technology and education, we can widen the
circle of opportunity for every American. And
now is the time to get this done.

Thanks for listening.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 3 p.m. on
June 2 in the Presidential Suite at the Intercon
Hotel in Berlin, Germany, for broadcast at 10:06
a.m. on June 3. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on June 2
but was embargoed for release until the broadcast.

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session at the Conference on
Progressive Governance for the 21st Century in Berlin, Germany

June 3, 2000

President Clinton. Thank you very much. First
of all, T would like to, I think, speak for all
of us in thanking Chancellor Schroeder for this
remarkable meeting and the communique which
is coming out of our meeting. It’s, I think, a
fair statement of the way we view the 21st cen-
tury world and what our responsibilities and op-
portunities are in it.

There is a consensus among us that we face,
in the globalized information society, great op-
portunities and great challenges; that we want
economic growth and social justice; that the
countries around this table, because of their size
differences, their continental differences, their
developmental differences, face particular chal-
lenges; but that there are things we can do
to help each other and to help our own people.

We talked specifically about economic em-
powerment, about education, about closing the
digital divide, about the importance of reducing
income inequality as a result of the globalization.

We talked about the importance of a global ini-
tiative to reduce disease and poverty. We talked
about climate change. And we talked a good
deal about the importance of reaffirming our
common humanity in the midst of the racial
and ethnic and religious tensions that still domi-
nate too much of the world’s conflicts and are
present, to some degree, in every one of our
countries.

We did agree, as the Chancellor said, to set
up a network of our people to work together
to identify specific challenges and come up with
specific responses to them, so that we can now
move from the more theoretical level of our
discussions to concrete suggestions that will be
helpful and could actually improve the lives of
the people we represent.

And finally, let me say we agreed that those
of us who are members will emphasize a lot
of these concerns at the coming G-8 meeting

1071



		Superintendent of Documents
	2009-12-22T12:26:08-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




